October 25, 2006

Request from:
Dr. Richmond
Questions: 

1. While we are comparing the difference between groups, are we reporting whether the lower group came up or the higher group came down?

2. Additionally, if there is no movement for a group, how is that reported?

3. Are we reporting groups that are actually the same kids from year to year or different, new kids in each cell?

4. Do we have a way of seeing if these kids are new to the district, or the result of work done/not done at other districts before they moved here?

Response
(Baron)

1. When we compare differences between traditionally high performing students and their traditionally lower performing counterparts, we are reporting whether the traditionally lower performing students are making significant gains in closing the gap.  In only three cells out of 547 gap cells evaluated since FY2002, has a decline in the traditionally higher performing group contributed to a significant reduction in the gap.
2. No movement by a group (or movement that is statistically insignificant) from year one to year two is reported by coloring the appropriate cell yellow.
3. Indicators 3k – 3o of Key Result 3, Progress of Same Students report on gains made by the same students.  All other indicators, across all Key Results, measure gains made in meeting the appropriate standard by different students in year two than in year one.
4. Our current reports do not filter out students who are new to the District (with the exception of Indicators 3k – 3o).
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